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President’s Message 
Joelle Wentz 
Warm holiday greetings to each of 
you.  Enjoy your family and friends during 
this holy season and reflect on the reason for 
the season.  Reach out to someone who 
needs a smile or an act of love.  In doing so 
you may help them celebrate that special 
birth we are celebrating on December 
25th.  Angels are everywhere, and so much 
so this time of year.  Be an angel. 
Thank you for making the GFWC Woman's 
League of Mount Holly your club of 
choice.  Each of you bring a unique 
personality to our organization and this 
Officer appreciates all the hard work you do. 
Special thanks this month go to everyone 
who worked so hard to make our Wish Tree 
a beautiful reality, our Fundraising 
chairperson who tries very hard to keep us 
afloat, and our Membership Chairperson 
AND ALL MEMBERS, for continuing to 
bring in new angels.  All of you, the club 
angels, are to be commended for your hard 
work! 
Your club President wishes for all of you 
and your families a healthy happy new year 
filled with many good memories and lots of 
angel dust spreading magic. 
 
Reminder: All reports are due to our 
President by January 15th at the latest so 
that she may compile her report and get it 
sent out by the February 1st deadline.  
 
 

 

Holiday Greetings for Our 
Military 
The program to encourage the sending of 
Holiday cards to soldiers at Walter Reed has 
been discontinued.  If you were planning to 
send a card, please consider another worthy 
recipient perhaps at Veterans Haven, PO 
Box 80, 301 Spring Garden Road, Winslow, 
NJ  08095-0080 
 
Mount Holly Christmas 
Celebration 
As we gear up to serve the community 
cookies & hot chocolate at the Tree Lighting 
event on December 6th, we need a few more 
cookie bakers. Please reach out to Joyce 
Schultz, if you can help. It has yet to be 
decided where Mr. & Mrs. Claus will be 
setup yet.  All the paperwork has been 
submitted to RCBC and Chef James will be 
making our hot chocolate.  Gerry has been 
busy getting us donations – we received a 
$50 gift card from ACME (chocolate milk 
has been ordered) and ShopRite in 
Burlington will be donating 10 gallons of 
chocolate milk.  

 
Holiday Safety 
A reminder to please be safe when 
decorating for the holidays.  Be aware of 
your electrical plugs so as not to overload 
them with holiday lights.  Fresh cut trees 
may also become a fire hazard as they 
dry.  Although scented candles have a 
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beautiful aroma, don't leave them lit 
unattended.  Be safe and enjoy the Holidays! 
 

O Christmas Tree! 
The Wish Tree is now up at the Burlington 
County Library and looks beautiful with all 
the lights and decorations.   Over 400 tags 
have been placed on the tree and are being 
taken by library patrons to fill the wishes of 
a child in need.  
 
A huge thank you to so many who helped to 
make this happen by creating the tags and 
ornaments or helping to set up the 
tree.   Several members have 
also volunteered to deliver the presents that 
we receive at the library to their designated 
organizations - Oaks Integrated Care, Head 
Start, Department of Children and Families 
School, Generations and Pinelands Family 
Success Centers, and Good Counsel.   
 
What a fabulous gift of caring and sharing 
we are giving to the families of our 
community!  
 
The tree will become a “Warming Tree” 
after all the gifts have been received.  We 
will ask our community to purchase new 
mittens, scarves, hats and gloves and put 
them on the tree which will be collected 
around the 15th of January and will be 
distributed to those in need to help keep our 
community warm. 
        
  

 
 

A Time for Giving 
GFWC and Heifer International share a 
common desire to make life better for our 
neighbors worldwide. They have raised 
$100,000 since May 2018 for Heifer’s 
School Milk Project which provides milk 
and dairy components in numerous 
countries, creating opportunities not only to 
help dairy farmers but also increase nutrition 
for hungry children and their families.  A 
donation would make a great Christmas 
present. Carol will have gift letters you can 
present to show you’ve donated in the 
recipient’s name.  
 
And don’t forget, Script can be your one-
stop-shopping center.  Why traipse around 
to all the stores and fight the crowds when 
you can purchase gift cards from our club? 
The last day to order script in time for 
Christmas will be at the general meeting on 
December 9th.  If you need a list of the 
available gift cards, please reach out to 
Carol Ward so you can get those orders in! 

 
Supporting Our 
Community and Beyond 
Our Thanksgiving Bingo at Samuel Miller 
was such fun with Turkey Trivia, lots of 
bingo with lots of wonderful prizes, and 
pumpkin pie for dessert!  Residents received 
some sweet pre-holiday gift bags to make 
them smile!   Our Holiday Bingo on 
December 18 will feature a jolly sing along 
with singer Jessica Carroll and some gift 
surprises for the residents.  Virtua's Bingo 
will be on Wednesday, December 11 at 
6:15pm with some special surprises as 
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well.  The Virtua date was changed 
to accommodate the Christmas 
holiday.           
 
In November, we passed around a basket for 
small donations toward Thanksgiving 
Baskets for St. Vincent de Paul's food pantry 
in Mt. Holly at the Sacred Heart 
Church.  We are happy to report that we 
collected $240.  Members also donated 50 
pounds of food including a 20-pound 
turkey.  A big thank you to all who 
contributed and helped make Thanksgiving 
special for families in need! 
 
We still have a few slots left for any 
member who would like to join us to sort 
toys on Tuesday, December 10th from 
9:30am -1pm at Pinelands Center.  Lunch 
will be provided by the center and 
carpooling will be available. Please contact 
Elaine Hollowell for additional details. 
 
We've received 23 rolls of sturdy holiday 
wrapping paper for Generations Family 
Center. We've almost reached our goal of 25 
rolls! A few more would be fantastic!     
 
Over 715 items including 536 small hotel 
size items were donated for the Day of 
Service on November 16th. Great job! 
 
Our collections for UNICEF totaled $60. All 
that change certainly added up! 
 
Thank you to Jill McDonald for delivering 
381 articles to Operation Smile in Virginia 
for our club. 
  

Our Membership 
Movement 
Set aside December 13th at 12 Noon for the 
annual Holiday Potluck Lunch at Arline’s 
house. Sign up at the December meeting. 
 
A Tribute to John Denver by Charlie Zahm 
was held at the Burlington County 
Library.  Members and their guests totaled 
8.  This was a most enjoyable afternoon. 
 
There will be another Charlie Zahm concert 
at the library on December 15th. 
 
The survey taken at the November meeting 
showed that members wanted to continue 
going to Charlie Brown’s, O’Connor’s and 
Pandora’s.  If you think of another place 
you’d like to go for social lunches or 
dinners, please let Gerry or Arline know. 

 
CASA Corner 
Casa has asked if clubs could donate new 
nightlights for children and teens going into 
new foster homes to give comfort and light 
in their bedrooms. Bette Kirby will be 
collecting them at the December and 
January meetings to be delivered to January 
Council Meeting. 

 
Conservation 
Jane Davenport and Arline Dederick 
recently brought 68.8 pounds of newspapers 
and 13 pounds of sheets that out club has 
collected to the Burlington County Animal 
Shelter. 
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There are a few hotel chains that are trying 
to be environmentally friendly by using 
paper straws, compostable plates and cups at 
complementary breakfasts, reducing food 
waste, using a variety of sustainable 
practices, such as encouraging guests to use 
sheets and towels for more than a single day, 
etc.  So far, the following hotels have been 
found to be eco-friendly:  Hampton Inns, 
Hilton Hotels, Fairmont, Hyatt, Kimpton, 
Marriott and Sherwood (which owns Westin 
and Sherwood).  When traveling, please 
consider staying at one of these 
environmentally friendly hotels. 

 

Legislation 
Petitions regarding the printing of 3-D guns 
were sent to our Representative Andy Kim 
and Senators Menendez and Cory Booker. 
 
In December, we will be advocating for the 
Ghost Army Congressional Gold Medal 
Act.  The Ghost Army was a special unit 
deployed in Europe during World War II to 
create visual and auditory decoys to deceive 
German troops about the size, strength and 
location of U.S. forces.  This operation was 
kept secret for 50 years. So, these heroic 
men never received recognition. This bill 
was introduced in 2017 and has sat in 
committees since then. 
  
There will be three clip boards urging 
Congressman Kim and Senators Menendez 
and Booker to support this bill and give 
recognition to these deserving men.  Please 
sign the three clipboards. 
 

 

The Sisterhood Fund 
We would like to remind all members that 
our Woman's League has a "Sisterhood 
Fund".  This fund was set up within the last 
couple of years and is designated for our 
members who may wish to attend a function 
in Club, District, or State to further interest 
in the organization while at the same time 
building friendships.  Perhaps someone is 
interested in attending an event but at the 
time lacks the means to do so.  It is not 
meant to pay dues but may be used to pay 
for a certain dinner, meeting, district or state 
function.  PLEASE, if anyone is interested 
in using this fund to enhance your 
membership, we hope you will contact the 
club Treasurer, Bette Kirby, and let her 
know.  ONLY the Treasurer and club 
member using it will know. 
 

Fire & Ice 
A signup sheet will be at each table for our 
upcoming bake sale at Fire & Ice, which 
will be held on Saturday, January 
25th.  Bakers and workers for the table will 
be needed. We are not sure if the cupcake 
contest will continue as the room that we 
have used previously has been converted 
into a music room.  We will check out the 
facility on December 6th at the Holiday 
Parade and decide where and if we can 
continue to have the cupcake contest event. 

 
Designer Bag Bingo 
Our biggest fund-raiser of the club year, 
Designer Bag Bingo will be held on Friday, 
March 27th 2020. A signup sheet for those 
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that are interested in helping put baskets 
together (date TBA) will be at each table at 
our December general meeting.  Please 
consider regifting and if you have any large 
baskets, we could use them.  Also, think of a 
themed basket for our raffle tables… work 
together and come up with something we 
haven’t had… ask our local businesses for 
donations to fill your basket.  Suggestions 
from our last Designer Bag Bingo were that 
guests would like more food baskets, gift 
cards and of course alcohol baskets are 
always a winner.  We can also do a lottery 
basket this year. Start talking to your friends 
and encourage them to join us for a fun-
filled evening.  

 
December & January 
Meetings 
Hostesses for the December’s General 
Meeting will be June Flanagan, Gerry 
Horne, and Nancy Balsavage with assistance 
from Arline. 
         
This will be our Holiday Get Together with 
our male guests joining us and Tom 
Carnvale providing Holiday musical 
entertainment. 
 
We have 9 members (Bonnie Balsavage, 
Deb Brewer, Doreen Carnvale, Deb Gilbert, 
Bette Kirby, Joyce Schultz, Carol Ward, 
Joelle Wentz and Mardella Woolston) who 
have signed up for the cookie 
exchange.   These ladies should remember to 
package 6 of your cookies in a zip lock bag 
with the recipe attached and bring 8 bags to 

the meeting to exchange with the other 
participants, please. 
 
Our January program will inform us about 
the Migrant Outreach Program and Medford 
Volunteer Center.  Please join us as we find 
out information about the Center's Mission 
and how we possibly may assist them. 
 
January’s General Meeting’s hostesses are 
Doreen Carnvale, Irene Smythe, and Denise 
Carlani. 

 
Day of Service 
January 20th is recognized as the Day of 
Service in honor of Dr Martin Luther King.  
As a service project, our club will have 
workshops for members to make clay hears 
to benefit the families from Samaritan 
Hospice.  Both workshops will be at Joyce 
Schultz’s home (please refer to your 
member yearbook for her address).  To 
accommodate as many members as possible 
there will be one session at 1pm and another 
at 6:30pm. Sign up sheets will be available 
at the December general meeting. 
 
Our club will also take two sheet cakes to 
Veteran’s Haven to thank residents there for 
their service.   

 



December 2019
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Notes

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 GFWC Holiday Reception - GFWC Headquarters, Washington DC
GFWC HOLIDAY TREE LIGHTING

RECEPTION Mt Holly Tree Lighting event - 6pm - 9pm; Hot Cocoa & Cookies in the RCBC lobby

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 GENERAL MEETING - 645PM refreshments; 7:15 meeting; 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
GENERAL VIRTUA BINGO HOSTESSES: June Flanagan*, Gerry Horne, and Nancy Balsavage 
MEETING PROGRAM:  Holiday Party / Male Guest Night

VIRTUA BINGO - 6:15pm
15 16 17 18 19 20 21

SAMUEL MILLER BINGO:  6:30PM
SAMUEL 

MILLER BINGO

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 Collections:
Nightlights for CASA - Bette will be collecting

Birthdays: 2nd - Elaine Hollowell; 11th - Joan Moore; 12th - Bette Kirby; 21st - Nancy Smith; 23rd - Brenda Fisher; 27th - Shirley Snyder; 30th - Joan Shibla Lynch



January 2020
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Notes

1 2 3 4
GENERAL MEETING - 7PM; 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HOSTESSES: Doreen Carnvale*, Irene Smythe, Denise Carlani
PROGRAM:  Dory Dickson: Migrant Worker Outreach Program

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 SAMUEL MILLER BINGO:  6:30PM

Garden District Council - St Paul's United Methodist Church, West Deptford, NJ
Registration 9:30am, Meeting 10am

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Clay Heart Workshop - National Day of Service  - 1pm &  6:30pm - Joyce Schultz's house
GENERAL SAMUEL GARDEN 

MEETING MILLER BINGO DISTRICT VIRTUA BINGO - 6:15pm
COUNCIL

Fire & Ice Bake Sale - RCBC Lobby 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25

DAY OF SERVICE VIRTUA BINGO FIRE & ICE BOARD MEETING: 7PM - 1ST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH; Hostess: Gerry Horne

26 27 28 29 30 31
BOARD

MEETING

Collections:
Nightlights for CASA - Bette will be collecting
Wrapped candies for Valentine's bags for Veteran's Haven - Doreen will be collecting

BIRTHDAYS: 6th - Denise Carlani


